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A busy moment of our
Respected Principal
Dr. Ramesh Sarma
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BAPIRAM (Translated) LAXMINATH BEZBARUAH

CHAPTER-I

During the regime of “Barti Saheb” a man
named Sidhai Khataniar lived in Joktali Mauza
He was familiar with people of Rangpur. The.
Khataniar family was the prominent family in the
ensure Assam with all its rituals like Doljatra
Durgatsav, Hariseva and so on. He was blesseci
by God in every way but for a one. Sonless
Khataniar had a nymph like daughter who wore
widow's garments in the morning of her life. All
his hopes and aspirations rested on her and he
heaved a sigh of relief by tying her nuptial knot
with the bridegroom of a noble family; but what
an irony of fate, Khataniar’s only son-in-law fell a
victim to epidemic and left Khataniar with his
innocent daughter for his heavenly abode within
a month of the marriage. The only son-in-law’s
demise became unbearable to him and left for his
heavenly abode six months later.

Tiloka is now a deserted woman. Tiloka, i.e.
Khataniar's widowed daughter, is living with her
uncle and aunt. Bhudhar, i.e. Tiloka’s uncle is in
Possession of a little knowledge in English and is
an aspirant for a job under the foreign tea
planters rather than carrying on his forefathers’
independent business. In the then Upper Assam,
the British tea planters, breathlessly founded tea
gardens and scattered abundant wealth which took
the humble villagers by amazement. The budding

Sri Anup Kr. Sarma
Lecturer, Depit. of English

youths, acquiring some knowledge in English,
were encouraged to go for the jobs in tea planta-
tions and the same wave swept over the
cold-blooded gray hairs. The latter encouraged
the former to amass abundant wealth by
absorbing themselves in the tea plantations.
Bhudhar also fell into the web and gladly accepted
the job of a head clerk at Dighaliting Tea
Plantation under Assam Company.

Naturally Khataniar's demise provided
Bhudhar, presently the head clerk of Dighaliting
Tea Plantation, with the unique opportunity of
becoming the head of the prominent Khataniar
family. He performed his dual responsibilities of
the Mauza and Tea Plantation flawlessly. In his
absence the household works were run by the
family’s most trusted ageing servant, Bapiram, an
unordodox servant. Bapiram was a servant in the
pre-British sense, i.e. a time when there was a
cordial relationship between the Lord and his
servants. Though a servant by profession, Bapiram
was an integral part of the family. He considered
the Khataniar family as his won, though he left
his wife and children at Saokhat, In a way, guest
at Saukhat, the host at Joktali, an alien at Saikhat,
a native at Joktali, distant at Saokhat, near at
Joktali, Bapiram was a peculiar servant.

Tilaka reached her youth under the love and
care of Bapiram. Bapiram felt much more in
timacy with this Tiloka than his own son Dukhiram
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who was living at Saikhat. In his mind’s
balance-beam tilaka appeared to be heavier than
Dukhiram. All her feelings, doings, hope, fulfilment
were his. “Tilaka had become a widow”— this very
thought used to haunt him and he felt an enmity
with God. He turned his back to “Kalia Janardan”,
the household god of the Khataniar family and
longed for salvation from all cares. He became
vindictive against God for His apathy to his
fervent appeal.

Time's winged chariot moves ceaselessly in
vales an hills. It is indifferent to human joy and
despair, weal and woe and taking them on its back
moves on and on. The Khataniar family and
ageing Bapiram meekly vield to this unassailable
cruel time. Tilaka, an embodiment of youth and
beauty, is now in her penultimate teen. The whitl
of tranquillity and chaos, hope and despai,
affluence and dearth, attachment and detachment,
anxiety and indifference drives her on its wings.
Everything in the world seems to him a miracle.
He is beckoned by innumerable hands from all
f:iirections. But he feels like an enchained and
inanimate being. He is bewildered over the
thought of his inability to show her a little
affection out of those abundantly stored in his
heart. When a strong impulse is about to sway
him, something buzzes in his ears, “Be ware, You
are powerless your beauty and youth are not
yours. All your aspirations, emotions and

DI TR 1oL et ot oites, yous fiewy

love is not for the common good of the people, &
will only gradually reduce you to ashes. The lamp
filled with paraffin has spread its light all around,

though her mind’s temple is a godless one.

CHAPTER-II
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CHAPTER-IIl

Ignora-\nt and m.noc-ent Tiloka, thus, pushed
herself into the intricacy of masculinity. It
happened because Bhudhar was her bread yi.ver
and guardian. Tiloka gradually discovered hgrself
in the intricacy of her dearest uncle, Bhudhar's
conspiracy of offering Tiloka to the Barsaheb of
Dighaliting Tea Estate came to Bapiram like a bolt
from the blue. He trembled in shame, disgrace
and fury. He made up his mind that no one could
take away his Lord’s daughter during his tenure
on the earth. He rushed out of the room and asked
Bhudhar :

Bapiram : Is it true, dad?

Bhudhar : What? what?

Bapiram : Do you secretly plan to hand-over
our dearest Tiloka to the Barsaheb of Dighaliting
Tea Estate?

Bhudhar : Who tells yu?

Bapiram : Who ever the informer may be, I
only want to know whether it is true or not? t

w7 ALY/ S55-ob- T T

Bhudhar : Look Bapiram, as a servant your
duty is to manage the household afairs, not the
look into this matters.

Bapiram : Why not? Please listen to my few
words. You should not forget that this poor
Bapiram has brought you since your infancy. I've
served three generations of the Khataniar family.
This poor body is constituted by your family’s food.

So I did not expect such disgraceful words. But
what is to happen has happened. In any case, I
affirm you that I'll not let you commit such sins till
the last drop of blood in my vein. In my presence,
the age old Khataniar family will not be defiled. O
moon and sun, be my witnesses. Don’t forget, my
Lord, that Bapiram, though a poor servant, is
never a promise breaker.

Bhudhar : OK, I'm not mad to utter such
rubbish words and act such disgraceful deeds.

Trying to pacify Bapiram’s wrath, Bhudhar met
Mr. Scott in the evining and told him that Bapiram,
on knowing his plan, made great fuss.

Scott : Oh, Bhudhar, You're really timid. Being
scared of a mere servant, don’t you disgrace your
status? Aren’t you ashamed of it?

Bhudhar : No, me Lord, don’t understimate
Bapiram, he is deterimined to create obstacles in
our plan.

Scott : You the natives are fool and scared of
your wives. But the whites are not going to flatter
their wives. Look, it is my ultimate order to you to
send your old servant to my Bungalow in the
evening. I'll send my orderly. If you decline to
abide by order, you will be sacked from your
service.

Bhudhar : Well, my Lord, I'll send him.
CHAPTER-IV

Bapiram : (to Bhudhar) My Lord, are you aware
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that [ was taken by Mr. Scott’s orderly to his
Bungalow where | was terribly tortured by him
because of my poor birth. I've no regret for it,
since I'm used to such treatment of my
employers. But I canot approve of an alien proudly
saying that he is determined to marry our dearest
Tiloka. His shameless words have pierced my
heart. Physical torture being over, | warned him
that his desire would never be fulfilled during my
tenure on the earth. It is my fervent appeal to you
to dispense with the serivce of a reprobate.l'ld like
you to take your wife and Tiloka back to Joktali
from this hellish atmosphere. I want you not t0
stay for a moment inthis place. The world has still
some place for religion. Go to your place and
devote yourself to sustaining your forefathers’
tradition. Take Tiloka for your own daughter. Don't
go to hell by handing toiloka over to the
notorious foreigners. I beg your pardon for
making this imploration. Once again I solicit you
to leave this horrible place for your native place.

Bhudhar : You, bloodyfool. Being a servant you
dare suggest your master. Get out of the room at
once.

Bapiram : Well, then.

CHAPTER-V

Bhudhar : (fohimself] Every syllable uttered by
Bapiram pierced my heart, though at length my
threats complited him to go away from my sight. |
am unware of his where about. But it would be
wrong to underestimate him. I feel I tread in the
Path of evil and sin. Oh I'm ruined, but what then?
It would be the act of a shrewd man to avail of the
blessings in this birth defying the existence of
rebirth. Wealth, rank and power will command
respect from others and poor Bapiram, deserving
to fight with fire, will only ruin himself.

her fellow human being
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ANOTE. ON THE S A MKHYA THEORY OF THE PLURALITY OF THE PURUSA

It is commonly known that the sa mkhy 3 ites
and the Yoga thinkers are the advocates of the
Plurality of the self.  One of the special features of

the sa mkhya system is the plurality of souls.

According to Adva ita Ved a nta there isone  uni-
versal soul abiding in all bodies. = But the
sa mkhya system does not accept this.

According to sa mkhya, there are many selves,
each body is inhabited by an independent self.

This doctrine of Sa mkhya is known as the
doctrine of the plurality of self (Purusa bahuta).
We find about this in the Samkhya Sutra of Kapila.

[ s’ varakrsna Mis’ra, in his Sa mkhya-
Karika, mentions the arguments in support of
establishing this doctrine. According to him the
arguments are : (1) there is definite adjustment of

~ birth, death and the sense organs, (2) there is non

simultaneity of activity and (3) there is diversity

~ due to the three attributes.

Vacaspati Mis’ ra while commenting on the

Karika of 1 s’ varakrsna referring to the doctrine
of plurality of soul, elaborates the arguments. The
birth of purusa consists in its connection with a
new set of body, sense organ, mind etc. formed
of a composite particular character. It does not
mean modification inasmuch as purusa is essen-
tially unchangeable. In this way death also
consists in giving up of the body and rest. It
cannot mean destruction as purusa is
unchangeably eternal. The sense organs are

Dr. Prabodh Chandra Goswami
Lecturer, Deptt. of Sanskrit

thirteen beginning with great principle. The
definite adjustment of these, birth and the rest
stands for the fact that one set of these-body etc.
are connected only with the spirit or purusa. This
cannot be explained on the hypothesis of there
being only one purusa. For, if the purusa were
one and the same in all body, then on the birth of
one all would be born, on the death of one, all
would die. So, there would be no adjustment.
On the otherhand, if there is a distrnet spirit
belonging to each set of body etc. adjustment
becomes secured. The adjustment cannot be
explained by attributing it to the single spirit.
Secondly, since activity is not simultaneous spirit
must be different with different bodies. Though
activity is not simultaneous the form of affort is a
function of the internal organs, yet it is here
attributed to this spirit. If this spirit were one the
activity of one man would lead to the similar
activity in all other men. But this is not so. There-
fore, plurality of the self is to be admitted.
“Thirdly, the self must be many as there is
diversity because of the three attributes. Here
diversity of this means differentiation. Some
persons abounding‘ in the Sattva represents
aggregates of that atribute. Others again abound
in the Rajas and same others again abound in
Tamas. This diversity due to the distribution of
the attribute in various entities could not be
explained if the self were one and the same in all.

Inspite of the S@ mkhya efforts to establish the
theory of many selves, it appears that the
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Sa mkhya arguments for the plurality of selves
have not established the theory beyond doubt.
Birth, death, sense etc. are the characteristics of
the body, and not of the self. The self, according

to S mkhya's own admission, is neither the agent

nor the enjoyer. The arguments of the Sa mkhya
for the existence of many selves prove only the
manynees of the body and not the many-ness of

the self. The Samkhya description of the nature
of the self goes against its many-ness. If the self is,
in nature, pure consciousness beyond change and
activity, it can never be many.

According to Dr. Ra dhakrishnan the
Sa rkhya view of purusa is determined by the

conception of A tman in the Upanisads. It is
without beginning or end, without any qualities,
subtle and omnipresent, an eternal seer, beyond
the senses, beyond the mind, beyond the sweep
of intellect, beyond the range of time, space and
causality, which form the warp and woof of the
mosaic of the empirical world. It is unproduced
and unproducing. Its eternity is not merely
everlastingness, but immutability and perfection.
It is for the form of consciousness (cidru pa),
though it does not know all things in the empirical
sense, for empirical cognition is possible only
through the limitations of body. When the self is
set free from these limits, it has no cognition of
modifications, but remains in its own nature.
Purusa is unrelated to prakrti. It is mere withness,
a solitary, in different, passive spectator. The
charactaristics of prakrti and purusa are opposed
in nature. Prakrti is non-consciousness
(sacetanam). Pakrti is active and ever-revolving,
while pakrti is sO alterably. Prakrti is character-
ised by the three Gunas, while purusa is devoid
of the Gunas; prakti is the object, while purusa is
the subject. y :
As rightly observed by prof. K.P. Sinha, the
Sz r khya theory of the plurality of the empirical
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