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To my pen pal
A dream in th
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the well—over your head and you

. Lachit Barphu
will find yourself stenger and sto- arphukan 9

A DREAM IN TH

I intervene, ‘‘past, present and

£ BROAD DAY LIGHT.

K Goswﬂmls

;. ’
g own accord, ‘Don't

nger, day by day. In the long

he says, ‘Brother, let me run to

It is nothing but a toy from
the market 9

PrinCiPal‘ ;un. yourwill be Lachit Barphu- Why do we rumigate ‘o ;
: ur :

§ha;;1 ;f the age, How happy I rious past 9 ¥

all be P2 %
It is _ o Can we derive any benifi
e Prow reaps e l feel perplexed and an keeping 1 e
“No-never-it can’t be.” and that the dead yeste A mum. : S
_ crystal clears and the R S - clitting reply does not crop up
Ratul emphatically declares. & o living ta—day 1 id ‘.-tCOUrSe_ Ratul sasy, ‘I never it iy daind]
. ) —T | “ T H % ) 3

“The colossal status of Lachit unborn tomorrow are C'(:h'eut e R i Hg\e i :q_telllyour maternal uncle, Questions are lying unanswered

p‘,. o o ,a " % ¢ = [}
Barphukan can Serve no purpose one cannot stand W 3. :_‘ i #;t;gbkeﬂp &\ivay." ; Through the window I am gazing
to-day. An Unique example of the i . *Our "”': :llgrlly .I .shout. only at the high statue, as if T am
dead past can bear mno fruit to m sorty ‘Mr. Ratul o B :-"W'hy' e " §~_ _a;e" pinching me. #demanding befitting answer from

the living generation. b any heed to MY point uk y q‘ﬂck % "YToRUng el o \thie it | ,

» 2 ! : '
‘“Your very idea is wrong. not pay s 0an say- B ' . ) s Immediately I fall aslee

‘Yes brother,’ he go¢ | B Turning a deaf car to my words am floating in th |

; : ; ; Ing in the land of dream

I find myself on the branch of

future are not three distinct bodies, ~ ing, O hi made a plan-a ‘my battle-field. Of

as your think. On the other hand, mind please; T i ocd. To-day T fi ht; th g SER S ha a big tree, standing on a might

they are only three parts of one  nice plan, for YORRRY .'d Omo- rr gWi A CABl path iy ipsL | river. f

e e 0 S L e | thowerdsionilthe tip: ofuthe . Aqiliigt o S bt

long running stream, past, present  ITOW, I am eure, [ will she ¥ f!“ Ry Snsigssiendiecs imatye dow - i S
4 g , pasi, p ! RUn, =4 ow=-a wide one, stretching  the

and future are three parts of it.
Things even of the hoary past
can serve a noble purpose in the
living present. To-day we sew

stout and sturdy; if not bravest

of the brave'!

you a printed
Lachit Barphukan to hang

Let us buy for
photo of dountless

25t

it on .

However, his words are still
ringing in my ear, A good number
of quesfions are puzzling me,

What is the use of the statue of

.[3

farthest point of the herizon. A
broad street rung through the gra-
ss'y meadow almost equally divi-
ding it—into two—one lying to
the north and the other to the




south. In the southern portion of
the meadow - 1 see two platforms
almost of equal size and height,
standing side by side. They are
decorated richly. In the next mo-
ment raising my head high, I see
another, the third one, standing
at a distanceto \the north of the
broad street. I see a flag ﬂut;eriug
~in front of each platform. Thro-
wing my glﬁnce, a bit closely, 1
am sure that these flags are not
of same disign, colour and size.
In the emblems too, there lies
difference. Thousands of youths
are thronging around each of
these pulﬁits.

A cursory glance on the very
get up of the two platforms, lying
side by side leads me to think,
that one students’ organization
biturcated for some internal grqup
clash among the leaders. I grieve
to think that the spirit of unity
is missing. One question disturbs
me. Why are they holding the

gessiont simy

I see, are pas

ltmeouSly -4 tha

o fic ]d——lymg side

{io i (e B 1

by side 7, it. the jdea comes

The yisitors -gallaries,

Ked to the capacity.

proad strect 15, Y

formed DY ¢ apother group O :
A

nes claiming different ethanic ide

; _ achievement
tity. Purpose 1s same

of power, by fair

f stude-

mgcans ofr toul.
sure

It amuses me peyond measure
age all are

¢ on the o0nec i A
the top of

,Slogans at
the other, some

tha
shonting .

voice and.on
:)h::r I see is delivering firey lecture.
Nothing 18 clearly heard—just &
hullabaloo youths occupying the
visitors’ galleries apear to be not
at all mindful. Gossiping 18 going
‘Many. of them are

on freely.
r sleeves. The

Jaughing under thei

(4)

| A

G’.l
o

]

relanon between the two.

shrills

performanceq in both the platforms
clearly reveal the daggers drawn
Agam

I see. number of youths on the

visitors’ galleries are on th<ir fégt,
Uncalled for
remarks are very often heard.
It appears.

demanding answer.

that the atmosphere
is gradually besoming hot.

In the next moment, I see,
a batch of agry students j ]umpmg
down from one platform and runn-
ing to the other, lying near. Th-

eir uhsteady stc'ps‘ and uncalled
for remarks clearly indicate, ti‘aét

they are undcr feavy alcohol ¢

presiure.

‘Why have you1 some one
‘raised this ugly platform

on this spot, iust i)y the side

of ours ?

To create dlsturbance‘?

Yes, you will - get - befitting
reward ?

How is this, ? : reply’ is floa-

- . ting from the other platform. ‘Are

(5)

“tion ?
~are playing with fire.
nization of “ours

is the best.

_ngest of all.

you speaking ill of our organiza-
Keep” it in mind—Yon
The orga-
may mnot be
the oldest— but I dare say— it
By the by I tell you
- r,atfler bostfully decleare - though
ours is anew one financially is
on strong footing if not ihe stro-
Only by way of
I tell you that in
anniversary we have

.reference,
our ﬁij§t
‘collected thousands.’

: some one
*are

‘You rascal -idiot’,
roaring from the platform;
you going to teach your grand-
I kick

on your rootless organization. You

mother be suck? 1 spit,

are proud of financial abundance.
of your poor organization, you are
telling of thousands—horrible |

It is nothing—yes. I say mnoth-
ing, T am shouting—- keep it in
mind,— we are paying thousands
to the patty vendors against their

bils on rum.




‘Exchange of hot words leads to a

mad hue and cry.

At a distance IS :
youth with short beards on his
chin. running to the spet. I am
astonished to see that his arrival
is just adding fire to the fuel.
“My hand will speak for me,”
he shouts at the top- Immediately,
1 see, one boy falling flat on the
‘ground. Exchange of words and
blows are going on simultaneously.
The ugly sight of bleeding 1NOSES
‘grieves e beyond measure. A

"mad hue and ory prevails, The
a dignified gathe-

ee one tall

dais meant for
ring has been converted to a

bloody cock-pit, 1 am trembling

out of fear to sec a number of

boys, screaming with untold agony.

They are running helter and skelter,

‘A note of discord is ~almost
No right thinking

everywhere,
an earnest

‘man 1 ses making
attempt to bring back peace and
harmony. A desperate milée under

(6]

ese wild Scene But ne,

can Mmove. |

Moving mY head, 1 .See a ta.ll
and sturdy fellow unsteadﬂ?’ movi-
ng to the dias. And in .hls hand
a big bottle of rum IS clearl.y
visible. He is shakiog the big
bottle over his head and I hear
him shonting at the top of his
voice, “None-none—bys we can
make lovely Assam lovelier still,
We can and we shall nonelse—
lovely Assm is becoming loveiier —
Jovelier’. Never he can stand erect.
In the moment I see him falling
flat on the dais. Yet he is shri-
lling oft and on- lovely-lovely.,
However, he is seen keeping mum
most probably he is, by now. in
the lap of siumber. The dias, 1
see, takes @ deserted look, Some
youths have airedy left the spot
and those who are on the dais

CaStmg my

glance at a dista-
nee, 1 see the

high pulpit lying
to the north of the broad street.
All the youths around the pulpit
aPpear to be up and doing. On
their face I see clear line of utter
dissatisfaction. Their flat lips are
trembling out of rage, as if they

, are in a vindicative mood, with a

firm determination to take revenge
upon some body ! A question
pops up in my mind— what do
they want to do ?

I see them jumping hurriedly
from the high pulpit. They are
moving in a body, covering the
broad street, as if never ending
lines of ants ! On colse observa-
tion it has come to my notice,
that none of them is moving free

handed, they are armed to the teeth,

though all these weapons are not
fully ex-posed. This sight-leads me
to think on the line, ‘bad is gone

only worse is nearing.” I am mak-
ing persistant attempt to leave the
spot, but with no efect; I can

move, not even an inch.

‘Eh ! bloody ~ rogue’ some one
from the line bursts, ‘don’t flee
away - an answer, a clear and stra-
ight answer we want.’

‘Tell us, yes~-tell us prompt.”
a rude voice is hurled from thec
mobile line, ‘May we know on
whose permission have you raised
this platform~=the ugly one-in
our land 9’

‘Yes a elear and prompt ans-
wer we want,” another shrills. ‘Is
it not a clear case of encroach-
ment ? Says one-

To two platforms lying to the
south of the broad street is already
wearing a deserted look. Some of
the members have already left the
spot. Many of them, again, are
lying flat with bleeding injuries the
inevitable restilt of group fighiting

‘None-none, reply comes from

(876)



the high platform. None should
venture to demand an explanation.
Who can challenge our authority ?
Who can make us foreigners in
the land of our birth ¢’

‘We hate—we spit on the self-
ish brutes.” One boy from the
dais shonts.

‘Mind it’ puffing on his broad
chest he declares, ‘I tell you you
are sowing winds just to reap
Whirldwind.

Miracle— a miracle in the next
moment, number of stout and str-
udy youths standing around the
pulpit, I see, pressing into action
riflse, revolvers, L. P.G., hand
grenade and what not!

I am greatly alarmed, rather
dead out of fear to witness such
a terrible scene. What can Ido?
My loud outery is bur acry in
the wilderness.

The green meadow, the auspici-
" ous place of dignified gathering is

taking the terrible look of a bloody

statue of Lachit

peart breaking
e Nes YA,
with dripping

mendous soun
earth is torn a :
bling, The throbing ©
1 distinctlp hear.

I open my eyes t0 S°€
happens there. To my

utter surprise, I s€6 thick whitish
smoke enveloping the earth. won-
derful, I do not see even the fingers
of my hands. A mad hue andf
cry is- heard. Only a cry out 0

. . . he
i d dispair 18
bitter agony an P o e

next

sunder ! [ am trem-
£ my heart,

what

actually

ard.

I am very surprised to S€€
swallowing smoke ! In the i
moment no smoke is seen taaiC
as if T am witnessing 2 .m uit
show | On close observatloﬂ

' hat I
. to me, t

has become clear -
see pot a gaint, but the colos
Barphukan. The

(8)

high statue is standing amidst the
bewildred youths, with blood-shot
€yes- He is swinging the long
sword in the air. Pin drop silence
prevails. My happiness knows no
bound to see, that all are volunta-
rity throwing off from their blood
stained hands, the deadly weapons
of various descriptions. All stude-
nts irrespective of ethnic groups
are on their knees with folded
hands.- I too am bowing down.

All students present are saying in
unison, - ‘we crave your blessings.”
A grave magestic tone is float-

-

END

[9]

ing in the air,~‘Don’t think that
Lachit Barphukan is dead. He is
still living in the hearts of the
sacred souls, dedicating their lives
for the noble cause of Assam.
Passive he is not and his rising

sword in hand will fall on the
satans tarnishing the good rume
of Assam.

Waking up I see Ratul stand-
ing by me along with his wife
I feel ashamed to narrate, even a
part of the dream—and that too
in the broad day-light, '

It Is though an empty dream -
to me, it is living reality.
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