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To AUTUMN
Sri Girija Devi

O my a Efectionate You'

Your faneiful calm sight

Is pictured in my heart

A picturesque picture of feeling
For spiritual realities

The night fall’ plays on

My heart's song

That Spells around me

That Spells around me

From the noisy world of Machine

.. From the resounding deep sea
of melanchiofy,

To the reality of life

To the ¢ erenity of fieavenly peace.
That {s You'- the great

O my adorable

Autumnal Autymn,

MY FEELINGS

Diganta Haloi
T.D.CIll Year

The up and down

motion of

my tears tries to
flow towards you.

My foolish heart
Always tries to

reside in your fieart.

Now I Feel your presence
everywhere and in every thing
inmy life sea.
A darkness is gradully
coming towards my life.
Only you can change
track of my life.

So, do very soomn

because my life

is going to doom!
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SECULARMBI N s oyt . BANKS, POLITICAL INTERVENTION

u :
Nirmali Mahant? Chott. of English-

Al g AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT )

2 ved
e. It is PrO e
arts of Sri Anup Kr. Sarma

The dictionary meaning of " Secularism* faces a new challend
g in the Som‘?&pthe fires of

is the view that mortality and education
should not be based on religion." So
secularism implies that man's religious life is
based on inner and private affair. It has no
relevance to his business or political
activities.

There has been endless debate on
secularism in India, since independence.
Mahatma Gandhi defines it as " Sarvadharma
Sambhav". Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru adhered
to its western concept of complete separation
of the church and the state .Andre Malraun,
the French socialist intellectual, asked
Jawaharlal in 1958," what was the greatest
challenge he faced as prime Minister?
Without hesitation. Nehru replied " Perhaps
creating a secular state in a religious country".
The Indian constitution is full of lofty ideals.
The state will not make any-descrimination
to all on the ground of religion, caste or
community, against any person professing
any particular from of religious faith. No
particular religion will be indentified as state
religion. The constitution of India aims to
establish a secular state. The great
philosopher statesman Sarbapalli Radha
Krishnan told the constituent Assembly in
December 1946." The people whether they
are Hindus or Muslims, princes or peasants
belong to the country......... It is not possible
for us to think that we belong to separate
identities". '

After fifty five years of the independence,
the Nehruvion ideal remains woefully
unrealised. On paper, India is unfuestionably
a secular state with secure Constitutional
guarantees for all citizens. Yetat a social and
political level secularism seens a delightfull
and abstraction. Secularism, now in India,

M 262565262 56565565 3G Gr6 G R o~ oG35

receat happenin
country. Since, the early purning: 1t 1
sectarian conflict have et The religious
petting Indian against the In 'a,nij ation have
wounds and politica! ma”":a .
generated a fierce communa as pecome
the soul of India. M2 oo jerance
respectable and the consens{Js s yet a still
is being challenged. Secuiaf's,m ited 1O only
bown child which has poek t!minCIdent of
some simple tolernance. o oxamples
Gujrat, to-day is one of the WO appened in
of communual riots that has F?(h people
secular India. More than twelve L@ :
participated in Gujrat riots. hethappe”i” g
riots are not new to In _
in Gujrat is really frightening
hundred people die in post-
prime Minister Atal Biharee ok > on the
described the incident as @ blo ojocted
Nation's image". SO secularism 1 P i
at different wave length: In _ﬂTabe”ed
secularism a particular com

munity 1S e
itica
as back word minority group. The po
parties speak secularism b

communalism. y
it ' ore
India is a vast pluralistic society with m

than hundred crore people. About40% pﬁgﬁ:g
are living below poverty lime. Thenwhy S g
there be a Babri Mahjid or Ram Ma‘ndlr. et
there be an asylum for the poor: In t.hIS co.nten
one may mention the name of Halo. which IS
in our locality. It has really become the tgrce
bearer to the basic principles of Secuﬁlalrlsm-
Hajo is a metting pot of three re.llglonS-
Without the true spirit of secularism the
country will be in turmoil and it pecomes
doubtful, whether we can Wipe out
communual riots from the country of not.

odra riots: T
ajpayee has

,éaéa.é‘)aé"éﬂéﬂé'\ &

India is a country of villages. Nearly five
lakh villages exist in India of which only 28
per cent of the population lives in towns and
pities, 72 per cent of the total population lives
in villages. This shows how crucial a role the
villages play in the national economy villages
are the determinants of the development of
the country. The Union Government has taken
keen interest opprehending the importance
of villages in economic development of the
country. The Union Government has taken
keen interest in uplifting the different spheres
of rural areas.

There were times i. e. before -

independence, when the villages were
infested with all kinds of problems. The
Government, since it was unaware of the
economic importance of the rural, was
reluctant or rather apathetic to the villages.
Poverty, backwardness, ignorance,
superstition primitive methods of agriculture
paralysed the path of development. Lack of
proper electricity, pure drinking water,
sanitation schools, hospitals, banks, roads,
etc. engulfed the hopes and aspiration of the
poor villagers. But now the Government is
seized of these problems and has wrought
many plans and launched new schemes to

relieve them and uplift the conditions of the .

rural community. This is prominent
especially after 1947.

Independence has dawned a new era
in India, so far as the rural development is
concerned. With India getting freedom from
the bondage of the British the conditions in
the Indian villages have undergone
remarkable changes. There are several types
of changes taking place in the entire country.
As it is mentioned earlier our Government has

Lecturer, Dpartment of English.

implemented the scheme of "Caommunity
Development Programme" (CDP) which was
introduced in 1952. These programmes have
main fold activities which have effected a
seachange in the socio-economic set-up of
our villages. These changes cover all aspect
of the community life. In this paper focus will
be thrown upon as to how the economic
policy, including bank and other financial
organisations and the N.G.O.s and political
intervention have been instrumental in
effecting rural development
Banks and Rural Development in the N.E.
Region

With the nationalization of 14 major
commercial banks in July, 1969, the rural
economy takes a new dimension. The new
banking policy aims at ruralisation of banks.
As a result there has been a phenomenal
grown of bank branches Furtheran ordinance
called the 'Rural Banks ordinance' (RBO)
promulgated by the President on September
26, 1975, gave a momentum to the task of
ruralising banks. Before nationalisation banks
were catering to the needs of only a small
section of people belonging to the upper
strata of society. That elitist approach of ban ks
has since given way to an egalitarian one. In
the post nationalised period the profit motive
gives way to welfare motive . Before
nationalisation, there was lack of banking
facilities in rural areas. But after
nationalisation, most of the branch expansion
took place in rural areas. The proportion of
rural branches has gone up mani fold.

Before nationalisation banks were

financing large and medium scale industries,
while the priority sector namely agriculture,
small scale industries and exports was being
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neglecied. After nationalisatio

received greater attention. B e
about 40 percent of total credit was provi ;
lo priority sector. The DIR (Different Rat;Jb
Interest) scheme was introducec! in 197 kei
the public sector banks for the uplift of wea
sections of society. Under this scheme:(
banks are required tolend up to one per cent
of their lending ata rate of 4 percent interes
to specially underprivileged classes. Under
this scheme land less labourers, small land
owners, rural artisans and SC and Sili
members were covered. With a view to

augmenting banking facility in rural area, the
Regional Rural Banks (RRBS) Wftarrle
n the

established on October 2, 1975 0
recommendation of the working group setup
by the Government of India. The RRBS have
played avital role in the development of rural
cconomy by financing tarmers and getty
entrepreneurs in villages. '
The rural banks have arrived on the rural
economic scene as a great saviour of the poor
village folk. The villages have heaved a sigh
of relief. Besides these rural banks other
Organisations like NABARD, North Eastern

Council (NEC) Institite of Rural Development

at Hyderabad Regional Rural Development

Centres. DRDAS, Non-Gcn/ernmeﬂtthE;a
organisations have also acgelerated el
graph of rural development in the red

ABARD
. The North Easter Council (NCE)
constitutied under the NEC Act 1971 caQWTZ
into existence with effect from Augyst 1|.; l
under a presidential orderas a reglqna i
to look after the common economlf: mtl\?rE 7
of the different states of the region- ;:JV\:feI:
apart from vitalising the transportst,T ps e
generation and industrial sectors, a\‘ent .
special emphasis on the devlelop;”ﬂh i
Agriculture and other sectors smge Ivarious
year plain, NEC has been undertaklngli e
integrated programmes for the deveI ;Jr}? i
of Agriculture and Allied sectors along
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control, soil and Watg,
rammes for tacmin*
of the agricultural Sectgg

A r ghifting cultjwation etc. Toy r
likejhumm‘? th plan for AgrlCUﬂUl’al. SEE()i()r
outlay ©f s 44-7 crores. The gy
under e more cuphasis on

lan of

ent Of multiple  croppip,
the develogm ugmenting agricu!tural
system ugh selective developmen,
production thrODurmg the 9th plan NEq
programm ' Intensive cultivation ang

od to take UP . [
propos! of ram fibre and setting up tissyg
pIantah?nboratory it 2l Hushand
culturezz projects ata cost of Rs 1{1-46 Croes,
.SECtorH rticulture sector, 23 prOJects at 5
in the ]; 0-88 crores, in the flshery sector
COS:;IS ?North 4-75 Crores and Agriculturg)
Et;cgtor 37. schemes at @ cost of él(t;qm >
crores were under taken :)gt;l;e NEC in g
. «even North Eastern S .

m Se:ﬁ:jer the 20 point programme the
marginal formers Were to getloan on nominal
interestto purchase agnculltural mplemenls,
chemical fertilizers and high quality seeds

geveral types of loans are advanced by the
for setting UR of cottage industries.
ol ttie starting 2 peultry or piggery.
ca loan for running thejr

el
The weav'ers gtry The all-round Prosperity
dus ends on eCOHOmiC

managem ;s
sculing PO

wou

handloom !

f the _vrll g panks in the country side arg
p,-oslperltyv- signifiCa”t role from economj,
playind @

poinfOfVie;VL INTERVENT[ON RU RA|

pOLITIC

E .
DEVEEcl;ggrn:ic Development and po"tica|

the two sides of the sam

Government has chalked out gp
lemente Rural Areas Developmep,
imp

emes ( o i
fk?healthy jiving conditions, education apg

W t and transport faciliti
cilities. marke ) les,
health fa n our villages. AGain from tjm

clectricity €tC:
0 time and with the change of Governmep,

DS) to provide basic amenitieg

53 o oGP f

at the centre, various schemes, under the
prime Minister's leadership, such as "Prime
Minister's Gram Swaraj Yojana" "Prime
Minister's Gramin Viksh Yojana". "Self
Employment programme for Rural poor
have been launched to uplift the lives in
villages .The Union Government and the
concerned state governments are now
seized of the problems prevalent in pre-

independent India as well as the inherent -

potentialities of rural areas as a contributory
factor to the acceleration of the curve of
national economic development. At the
initiative and keen interests of our
Government, the conditions in the villages are
changing very fast. Agreatchange has taken
place in the life of the villagers. Before
independence, they had no say in the affairs
of the villages Now Gram Sabha, Gram
Panchayat and Panchayati Adalats are there.
They are their own bodies manned by their
own representatives. Due to the functioning
of these bodies the villagers have now begun
to understand their rights and duties .They

now take more interest in politics, the .

transformation being complete with even the
ills of politics infesting the village elections
Rural development is dependent not only on
the availability of the capital and political
intervention. Certain other spheres like
Human Resource Development. Increase of
Literacy, awareness and Application of the
latest innovations in the field of science and
technology, integrated with the other two
could accelerate the graph of rural
developmentin N.E India- N.E. Region of India
is immensely rich in natural resources.
Proper utilization of these resources in the
area is a must. Both the people and the
government, through co-ordination and

understanding, must proceed in this respect -

FACTORS RETARDING THE COURSE OF
COMPLETE RURAL DEVELOPMENT
There is very often an allegation that the
Union Government apprises of the problems
and prospects of this region with a step

-~

&

U
NS
P>

motherly attitude. The allegation is not totally
baseless. The most sensitive and pertinent
issue of the entire region is the barning issue
of the growing insurgency. But the Union
Government has not whole heartedly chalked
out any strategy either to minimise or to put
an end to this sensitive issue relarding the
path of development. A huge portion of public
revenue has to be spent on military and
paraliamilitary forces Non- Resident Indian
industrialists. Due to the insurgent activities
forcing invenstors, industrialists are least
interested in investing money and setting up
industries. Paradoxically enough, many
existing industries trading agencies and
N.G.Os, have either stopped functioning or
shifted to a more secure location. This has
led to the rise of another acute problem, the
problem of Unemployment. Banks are no
doubt offering loans to people on easy terms
and at a low rate of interest, However, granting
of such loans often results in non-repayment
by the borrowers . Non repayment adversely
affects the profitability and viability of banks.
Some times such loans are written off on
political considerations. The political of loan
meals and writing off bank-loans have given
a set bank to Indian banking. There is no
wonder that there are allegations of misuse
of public money for political purposes through
loan melas and the like. The issue of rapid
urbanisation has also its adverse effect upon
rural development . Natural hazards mainly
flood cause irreparalde damage to the
development of villages.
SUMMING UP

The term 'development' itself signifies
ceaselessness or transition. Rural develop-
ment, there fore is in a transitional stage. The
villages are changing very rapidly and the
main structure of the rural society is in the
process of change. The economic
programme of the government has proved a
boon to them and there by an attempt is
being made by the government to convert
every village into a heaven provided the village
community co-operates with it sincerely.



Drugs have infiltrated our lives t such an
extent that they are no longer $ee"
they are while the society IS paying @ heavy

price for its indifference. Out of 50 million drug-

addicts in the world, India has a shaf® of 3
millions. A large number of addicts areé

unemployed educated youths, workers Of

students. Mumbai the crime ame commercial
capital of India is one of the most drug-affected
cities in the world.

The use of dependance- producing
substances, in some form or the other has
been a universal phenomenon. In India also the
abuse of alcohol, opium and canabis had been
known from long. But induction of drugs like
heroin, hashish, minor tranquilliz
new trend. During the last five years or SO
the drug abuse situation seems to have
acquired altogether a serious dimension of late
there has been a sudden spurt in the
problems of trafficking in drugs and the number
of drug abuses is assuming an alarming
proportion in the North and the North- Eastern
states. The smuggling of heroin through Indo-
Pak, Indo-Burma and Indo-Nepal porders has
also become a serious matter. wThe Narcolic
drugs and psychotropic substance act of 1985"

provides for minimum punishment of ten years

rigorous imprisonment and a fine of RS 1 Lakh.
been empowered to

Moreover, the court has
impose fines exceeding theseé limits for

for what

ers efc. is a.

pranjal Kalita
T7.0.C3rd Year

d in their judgement

ns, 10 recorae the! .
ri?i:hment for financing illicit traffic and
ESYDOUHHQ offenders and for repeat offences
death penalty-

The ministry of welfare is the nodal
ministry t© co-ordinate and monitor all aspects
of the problems of drug abuse which included

identification of the aspects of the problem.
’ the ministry of welfare has been

rts to educate people about the ill
use by jmparting knowledae

_medi d also t?y supporting
s ation y giving grant for
inistry Of health and
with the treatment
5 abuse. It has
s bo long term and short
with this problem-
up has een setup in the
- nd proadcasting to
ministry of In i aign about drug
yt. have further, been
ke informative education
programmes to keep the

addiction to drugs.
o counter the drug menace

- sciousness 10 do away with

arfull, silence, that seemg
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