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Sabdﬁrtha and Vakyartha in Classical

Indian Philosophy

Dr. Bhupesh Sarma
Principal, N.H. College

The central problem in the philosophy of language is that of

meanin

g. How to determine the meaning of word and sentences and

what they mean are the basic questions in linguistic analysis. The ob-

jectiV

e of linguistic analysis in Indian tradition is to comprehend the
of Vedic sentences as well as the sentences of everyday life

The sentences are the units of language and they are constituted by

words. Hence the meaning of words has occupied an important posi-

tion toget

her with the meaning of sentences. The philosopher belong-

ing 10 different schools put forward different explanations regarding

the mearling

of words and sentences. The grammarians again have dif-

ferent opinions and all these discussions and views with difference in

 attitude enrich linguistic analysis in Indian philosophy.

gamkhya, the oldest system of Indian philosophy also joins in

the central

 the discussion of the primary meaning of a word. Whether a word means
‘1 on individual (vyaktl) or universal (jati) or a particular form (Akriti) is

issue in the discussion about the meaning of a word. The

Samkhya philosophers hold that a word denotes an individual (vyakti)l.
An individual is a composite material body which possesses specific

properties.

As the possessor of the qualities like colour, taste, smell,

touch etc, it is @ substance. The individual is manifested and open to
sense perception. In other words the individual is quantitatively deter-
mined matter and must have a manifest body.2 This view that word

gy




the ordinary usage like 'tii :’,
ndividual cow not genyg R}
(\}

:oct can be explained oy
\

mes evident from

tes individua] beco!
atement refers to an i
e to any indivi

that words denote individu
r and su

deno
COW stands' etc. This st
e referenc

dual obJ

als.
fficient to explain the me,
q

s view is not prope:
ing of 2 word. If a word denotes only the individual without univey,
then any word could mean any and every individual which is not jy
fiable. A word, in order to mean a particular individual, must SOmehsti.
refer to a class Or universal. sion 'that cow stands' den()0
only the ‘cow' not any other like horse etc. Hence the property of be-t
that object, e.g. being a coW or cowness must be implicitly there in N
the universal. On this vg‘e

expression and this property Of cowness is
that a word means ,
0

ground tl'le Naiyayikas reject this view and hold
only the individual but also the generality of being that particular ing ‘
i

:‘g“:ll According to them the words by themselves do not mean i,
v; rual s ]ia]lione; they mean individuals as possessing or belonging to udi‘
ates "th € worc.is may refer to individuals as the individuals are ass N
WlA the primary meaning which is universal.3 o
COnﬁgura:’cordl;l'g tcf t!w Jainas a word denotes the particular form

e al;m 0 1nd1V1'duals.4 The form of a thing consists in the o
of this parts g;;“:;; rc:; 1ts; cotxl?ponent parts and the constituent partilc)]ar )
. . of a thing is th LG
its characteristics. It distinguishis o at which indicates genera) L

s e ‘ ne thing from another. The'
O;S;?ngf;l;lzi' by .1ts form from other animals. A word exprress:s ‘;0;\!’ b
ion in space and denotes obj i ;

or o i ject. This form determi
Mim:n?; th;j 1object and also the individuality of object. Sab::res b
Miman ir c.)so;?her also speaks of configuration as the meani ol
tis Sagar afm:; 1; not only spatial as held by the Jainas Conlt]‘g; by
4 includes the universal esse j . S
tion fa inc nce of objects; whi o
mit only individual configuration. This view of the J ai;fst?le i

as bee

1

universal. Th

with the view
But thi
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1 CISCd on the grou search Papers
crg: the nature o% a t;ji;hag the form by itself is not sa:;r? & Articles
meant by a cow aithgtlexa}mple, the clay m °:e1 1°;ent to consti-
fore it can not be granted th gh it possesses the form 0T a cow is not
, fan individ at a word means onl of a cow. There-
ghap® 0Th M'1v1 ual apart from its class nly the form or physical
€ imamsakas and Vi -e€ssence, 1ca
edantists h
5~ character or ge e g s hold th
cognitions with fe n;rfioflrfdlwduals. This genuzt. a word means the
- jversal as di = t? different individuals wls the basis of simi-
such umame t'ms istinguished from the pal'ticl;l ords primarily mean
s ime . )
at ﬂzledge o thecga:r?blel?f explaining the panfgsff experience and
0 us. If a word m ars by w.
; eans the indivi ay of th
g many mean . ind e
¥’ aoes ag);inst thl ﬂzlgs as there are individuals m, 1vidual then it must
e"erlg  can univ © law of parsimony which re eant by it. This, how
i 1Vers : s -
mart ydividual e al and also.refers to individuqallm-reS that a word pri-
ond ™ h nSeparable In respect of both S; because universal
ence- elLe\l'erIt e llllnlversal is known the indi .l;“(’Wledge and exist
1 eously. \Y% -
Slmu:tml;e " );rif:nztry er VZOI’dS the universal and 1hUals are also known
id t0 an e indivi
owness' as w:ﬁcondary meaning respect?\lzvidual may be
as the individual possessi e y}-lThe word
ng the attrib
ute

what is

s
oW Means 'C

Of cowneSS.
The Nyaya philosophers hold that a word me
ans the universa
1,

the indivi.dual and the configuration at a tim
tl?e mean of YVOrds S ince they can not be 1? -zMere universals are not
viduals and their particular form. The  be understood apart from indi-
+idual and configuration. Hence the Naiya X the case with the indi-
Sge;h ;rre‘::?ﬁ:lum th; meaning of a wordyit isa:r?ld that these three

or ean : . ;

word has on{y one ;r:r:a:l; x:fsél and indirectly theoitncl;ie\fS ; id that the
aning. All the three factors ::n?;l d for the
nto the

full meaning of a word which does not exclusively
mean any of th
em.

In the meamng ofa WOI'd all these three factors the univ
5" 1versal, the fo
’ rm




stion 01 = . N
the same way though with diﬁ“ere
n . . . l]‘
Naiyayikas, two differ

nd the unive dern .
s s are found regarding the megnlqg.d  as characterised b Sy o eve
Naiy ks hold that a word means an individua’ idual as qualifi e e Pra
| Natlyayl hile others hold it means a1 indiv1 al qualified by m
! universal,6 W ion.7 From this it may be ¢} gF
-versal and the configurd .. .
’ both the univers three aspects- the pictorial oWl
4 that the meaning of word has >ty cform
ol ve d the connotative. When uttered, 8 word calls up the fonn pe
denotat®s & al and connofes the universal (genus). ’ o
c

(vakya). Like the problem .
ngof sentence also becomes a phiIOSop '
of a sentence is, by which the meaning .

sentence 1S determined, and what the relation between.the ‘ivords ay
i estions in thi
the meaning of sentence 15, are the fundamental qu his .

gard. As answer 10 such questions W€ find two different theories ;
avada and anvitabhidhanavada. Accoy

Indian philosophy- abhihitanvay :
anings of the constituent woy

ing to abhihitanvayavada, the separate me . :
determine the meaning of the sentence. This theory 18 advocated by the

nyaya, Bhattamimamsa and Vedanta system. The meaning of sentence,
according to them, is merely the synthesis (anvaya) of the meaning of
constituent words. After going through a sentence, the meaning of Wory,
is understood first one by one and then by patting them together accorg,
ing to yogyata, sannidhi, akansa and tatparya, the meaning of the whOle
sentence is understood. The other view i.e., anvitabhi dhanavada holds
that the meaning of a sentence is not merely the synthesis of the meg,
ing of constituent words. A sentence possesses a unitary meaning ofj
own and it cannot be resolved to the complex meaning at its own. g,
ery sentence means an action and words possess meaning only as they

are related to that action. This action or verb is the central unit of ,
| other words develop the action. Hence in a sentenc,

denotes the individu

The words con
meaning of words, the meani
cal issue. What the meaning

stitute sentence

sentence and al

On the contrary, the Prabhakaras hold that th, i
wo-fold functions. They convey bo € constituent words

construed meaning of sentence. The

anC " o the Prabhakaras, is: neither an aggregate of 10T auite ;

‘ den of the separate meamngs of words. The sentep, 30 te inde-
peﬂw combination of the individual meanings of the woy,

ne meaning- Supporting this prof. S.C, Chatterjee

first a construction of the words with on;
on of the construed meaning of the whole S

another and

an

. . . entence, There j
;. difference of opinion among the ere is
’ Propounds of this thegyv,

cory.

phakara Mimamsakas and the grammari
arians the constituent words have no sep.

ans, According to the
arate meanings of their

th th.e Separate meaning
meaning of Sentence, ac-

Ce is in fact, 5
dS and Conveys
says , "Of the

a né : bout the meaning of

) t views @ g ol a sentence, tha

dlf:::ilo pe the best."8 Again B.ertrand Russell's visvjit::slz;a?hakmw
se i yayavada when he writes, "a sentence may consist faVO}lr of
abhld o wink; but generally it consists of several words II(: a single
Wofas’ . aning which is a function of the meaning Of.th that case
:,;d and their order."9 The problem of meaning of wor d: :;ga::;tle

tencé

Referen

OO N WD~

Ny

Nyay’
Nyayabh
yivaranapr

Nyayasutra

S . . .
 thus pecomes central issue in the philosophy of language in In-

dian tradition also. °

ces ¢ .
ayabhasya, 2.2.57.; Vivaranaprameyasamgraha, P. 181

a Sutra, 2.2.64.

asya, 2.2.58-59
ameyasamgraha, p.181

& Nyaya bhasys, .. 62-63.

Dinakafi on Siddhantamuktavali, 81.

Sadbasaktiprakasika, 19.
.. Chatterjee; Nyaya Theory of Kknowledge, p.343.

Ru

ssell, B; An Outline of Philosophy, p. 266
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of the modern Indian renajgg
an

“Tagore was the gretest figure

qualities We have not had for some generations. He y, (

ounsellor an a guide for our future destjy, ;
g

This is the homage paid by Dr. Radhakrishnan to the great p‘
Rabindranath Tagore in his birth contenary, 1961. Tagore isnot 0111%
oct but also a mysite philosopher and a spiritual humanist ofs-{i
He is a firm believer in the evolution of map t:l

higher desting. He stresses the ideal of human unity.

Tagore’s philosophy would not be complete without making
humanistic beliefs. His humanistic attitude pervade, {
doesnot allow it to fall down ¢, t;L

A poet of his
great prophet and wise €

grat p
ternational repute.

mention of his
aspects of his thought, and yet, he

status of narrow anthropomorphism.
Tagore humanises not only nature and objects but also goq A

times man is raised higher to the status of god, at other times, gqq4.
brought down to man is s0 far as divinity is said to be discernible iy, l}:
heart of man. Tagore’s god is somehow god and man at the same ; {
and he asserts that “if this faith be blamed for being anthropom Orp}:]e
man is to be blamed for being man.”” €,
The humanism of Tagore is just the application of the belief t

feeling enything as human- in the human way is a source of joy. It ig tl?l

g

10
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puman mind that reveals the meaning and significance of thin
‘Idealism’ is humanistic. He says, “It is almost a truism t gs. Tagore’s
world 18 what we perceive it to be. We imagine that our n(-i-szy_that ﬂ.le
rof; that it is more or less, accurtely reflecting what is ha n 1's a mir-
side us.” The one effort of man’s personality is to transfonipemng e £
with which he has any true concern into the human. For e everything
descripﬁﬂﬂ of the beauty of sunrise has its eternal int;erest i;( ample, the
i fact, it is not the sunrise that catches our interest, but :hs Ve
qunrise in relation to our interest or aesthetic sense. } ¢ fact of
This is why we always find human touch in the writin
ems of Tagore if a river is described a ferry at once appears g; and po-
ré landscape n pa'inted’ a human from must remain th;r;a S
flower 18 presented, it is presented as brining a message for th’ \;flhen a
sould; when the beauty of the rainy night is being describd teh “m.an
pave to fall on’ the spire of the temple rising above the Undef" Z rains
of blacknes® gruped around the village huts; and if the qui;nte e
solitude 1 pictured, its peace has to be intensified with joy b ‘?hnetss. of
notes of @ faint song. The outer world according to Tagorey' e rising
but ‘a cradle for the human spirit.” That is why in Tagore’s t ;s nothing
nations ©f life” rh.ythm, beauty, harmony, order, love, deligﬁ?ght tlfe
etc. have pecome important. All these are human concepts ﬂ,l muslc
come meaningful when they are related to human values. In }actey e-
of the analogies that Tagore uses to describe nature are feiatedt ; mo?t
disposition and urges and feelings. 0 man’s
It is on account of such a disposition that he feels that an intell
tual approach to nature and to problems of life has to be cold and ienc;:icf-

ferent approach, because intellect surveys a thing from a distan d
Ce an

1




full of feéi: L
hilosopher usually neglects, N

bi
peasent Movement in the 19t
9™ Century

makes truth dive in the fo 3,
onal bond between man angn o
re’s humanistic con O
o he says, “1 have great fait"lQ‘
extinguishe d hlh
f age will be in Camate;i'. .
1l be translatey ;:a

fy

ded, but never

the spirit ©
eeting of men Wi

in his very being unites Spirit
The poet—phiIOSOpher says tha 4
rsonality through love ;

nceives that man

the supreme pe
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and pemographic Changes in Assam

N . Pranab Das
ssociate Professor & HOD Hi
1St
N.H. College >

Demographic issue in one of the X
- elation 1o the existence ofa COmmmt;n g:’thggﬁglé}nt phenomena in
hanges always eﬁ:ecfts the genetic, ecological, histo ity. Demographic
social cultureal, religious and political aspects (’) fas I'Y_Cal, ‘gGOgraphic,
pas been mac}e here to focus how the peasent movOclety. An attempt
immigration into Assam from out side the state and fl’ment fastered the
demograP™y: atter effects on its
puring th.e 19th century the Indian people in di

the Country rose in rev$>l.t against the British and fon b1fferent parts of
thier ferritories: The Bmtlsh came into Assam after srie oded the loss of
yandaboo in 1826 with the .Burmese. The people otging the treaty of
fought a series of battles since 1826 inssftglr aI;dd’their

> acted war

neighbours b2

of resistance waged separately against the same alien

they failed to organised an open insurrecton in 1857 thfi‘;Wer: Though
’ sprit of free-

dom found glowing expression throu
compatriots that .inspired them to car%hy gl: :E:r:yrm?‘”{l of their valiant
~ come. Thus 2 series of Agrarian outbreaks marks thf% e for decades to
19" century 1n Assam. All of them were organised a ater ofhalfof the
- hanced rates of land, revenue and imposition of n protest against the
content against alien rule, which in the earlier ee.w taxes. Thus dis-
confined to the members of the royality and the frimd was generally
" toutched every member in the society and popular ISE?:I?;Ii f)eW, now
nt became a

usual feature of this period.
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;mposed several financia] g lQlQa BLOO AlCollectioniorn) .
2 S 1 = 1 . S
The UP_“SIng eficit 111 bquet in 1858-9 exceeq, a'h( oney people 1n general and peasents j carch Papers & Arg
British india™ GoYeis pe public deb shot up to o dp ! of M - ents in perti icles
the Britts 4s sterling and the P : Ver g, U e pands of Marwari and money lenders. | ical were explo;
teen ml”lo(ril pourls - result 0 the hugefdeﬁslt c:uszd lby the re\;\/&h‘ tMaIlY Assamese farmers had turned int. ln 1929-30, Dr Guhaoue-d at
million. In a ad to be ound out and the fingy .. oy w : ds to immi 0 land specyl Writes
f revenué 1 . angjy  ff their lands 10 igrants at a good pri ulators. Th 2
1857, new SOurce of r€ in 1858 stam duties were j 0 4 price; the ey sold
: _ zed. : ! Ntrgg {50 waste lands and sold them agai €, then they clear
tem had t0 be reorgati===. tion of the IncomMe tax in 18 dy, plo d gain. The immj ed new
’ ed by the impos ] _ 60 a Gy eir ownl heaamarn (I'l'latbar) as well grants were fi
This was folloWe . tariff of ten percent. In A ng, by®" . as by the M ; inanced
; . form impO~ ! Ssam_, | etia) MoNey lenders. Even he hati (i arwari and A
introduction ofiatil: tations of Kamrup, D sey, (BaP . ati (indegeni Ssamese
i .+ ot the sadar S P, Darpg,, G of Barpeta were involved in thi ous Co-operat;
duties Were levied & ady farmed out and . ang funds ; . n this financin Ive bank)
: 1d was already the ri & The increase in land re g, to a small

Nowgaon. Washing of £° <t bidder. Cutti ght fj,,! : venue on the d Il extent.?
rivers? and beels was © red to the highes de tax bltlng Oftlmbeshj much resented to in Nogong as in the three othry ¢top land in 1861 was
reeds and use of grazing field wer® also mace WX S. Ty ver, it Was the 1860 ban on poppy cultivati er affected district. How

The first popular rising agalr}lSt i ?‘3}‘{"’ tazatlon Measype, Zcon’O of Nowgong most, for it was tﬁ(e)nl that affected the Peasenj[

; : a house tax and a s - ar :

[ace in the Jaintid ills. When 2 e i t'ltamp dute, district of Assam. The income Tax Act as ame dgest. Optum producing
imposed 01 the peopi€ of fh? region 1 e i1l then Werwe' not touch a single agricultureist in Assam. N nded in 1861, in fact did
accustomated © paying a0y kmd. o.fmoney A, LEY T0SE In opey, e : hformation gap, it created misapprehensi - Neverthless, beacuse of an
ljon. In its Very carly stag® the rising Was SUPP resed with an iy, b , tions- ons about the government i
for \.Nhich it could not attract w1d'e attent1on. Bl«g ttr0uble did nré a et people knew that in the adjoining Jainti g

. -egion WEIe roused to : . . ntia Hi
there. The Khas! people Of;hi ;dgshortly sl action once , 1 ready fought with arms against unfair taxes. At th}‘I ills, peasent had al-
when licence tax was 1ntro ;with e govemme, ?I;d some tiai' gl govemment called upon its officers in Assam tls Juncture, the Ben-
nt. ' . . 0o :
All the - 8 pility of a tax on batel nut and pan cultivation Thisripdo:t on the feasi-
' 0 an agitation

re interfere

Jves unde

British.

¢ Agent to the governor general j 4
8

ntirely on the earlier system ang S
alte
g

ribal dances We
soon organised themse
they rose in revolt against
In Assan, Scott th

based his revenue measures €
1en it was considered absolut]
Y e

the existing institutions onl;y wi
details the Khel o
) g
ystem Wag 4

sary. In Upper Assam, the executive
tained intact. In lieu of personal service and produce revenyey . ¢
S w

demanded in Cash. After the annexation of lower Assam in 184 o

Upper Assam in 1838
enue from the people-
of Coin and inefficient
money lenders came t0

¢ the respective Chiefs ang tog a;
£t
¢

the British harassed the people in collectjg,
The people suffered most due to non aVa_;’fl Tey,
revenue officers. To solve the Coins PI abiliq
Assam to relieve the people from the g II;Oble,t
Orty
R

™ NOWgong’ mainly n Phuluguri ar 2 .
2Lalung)- This movement_is known as ﬂiz ;?11111&113 lt;(.i by,tr_ibal people
The people organised revolt through thegR IPPHS1ng.(Dhawa)
magistrate treated the demonstrators casually and ajmel. The district
grievances- It was established through an official was callous to their
d magistrate used to deal with ryot always in ahierﬁ%ull'y later that the
cation manner .and did not allow them even to egn ;! anC.led and provo-
pound. The Raijmel were convened for five days TherB his office com-
suppress the mox'/en-lent. The people became fur'iouSe ritish wanted to
Assistant Commggoner was beaten to death. The and Lt Singer the
pressed by the British. Firing took place and Sever?lor\)f;r:;nt ;Nas sup-
ns lost their

lives while many were injured.
The Phuluguri Dhawa failed teach lession to the British. It d
It did

5|
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e
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se. It had alslo strengthene ;
the restless rayats. ity

not stop the i ence
: as i
create 8 *ced the rates of revenue on rupit lang ¢ ;8
C. Peasent movemen iy
t took th(

Sy

district 0 rang al
ndered SO much of their 1 m
and that St

inthe
of Lakhimpu! surreé
ment could be collected. The o o
Vit ol

e enhanced

{
es of the P
licy. The govt again ruth

easent mov‘ement the govt
Jessly imposing highe diq |
william Ward the Chief Commissioner of Ag r Tate 0
tand increased revenue 0 70-80 PC and in SSa a:]!:
¢ movement took place in Raﬂgiao?je Qas,;
> Lagk;

in Kamrup and patharughat in Darrang. These rising howevey 3
merely against the British but also against the Marwari Werenc
he internal trade of Assam and e e trag.
il Xp101t1ng the e,
SR

S

change their PO
assessment. Sir

a new assessmen
evento | 00PC.* Again peasenl

monopolisiing t
through usury- These rising is known in history as Pathar S
The govt adopted similar path of suppresing the moveme Ughat I
cases the govt suppresed the mels and did it with the help (‘;; In 02‘
armg 3 {
nd

sometimes with prutal cruelty:
The people of Assam in general and the peasents i
1 partjo

suffered more in the peasent movement. The peasents communj
nothing as their expectation from the hisoric peasent movem Hnity f, 4
the govt decrease the revenue to some percent but if faifn;' Th g
€d tg
Cq|
n

them.

A major section of peasent left their cultivable land
to other places where revenues were nominal. The peasent S and Wey
. - . S
heir cultivation. Some confined th:?mm it;l
U

lost encouragement in t
tion only for maintain their family, and
] some i .
The land abundant ; left their cultivati ;
1t economy of the Brahmaputra vell .
ey faj
lled t()

grow enough foo@ings to feed its increasing population

import of food grains 1nto the velley increased from 0.3 Iniil'The anny,
’ 10N mgq

unds

around 1872 to some
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[

Kamrup through their R, I&Q‘ p

assess
U
ar

0.7 million mounds during the last five
years
of

T T e

A Collection of
tury.” This i Research
nCZ[; tlg total r: eficn was marginal to the tun Papers & Articles \‘
o inter. With 1884.?3 5 rements, but the tendenc g of lefSS than two per-
- e: in Assam ey base‘year’ the indexy In this context was a
iiﬁfjfal data are as ;32%8 fOft which alone more I;lrmllber of'the total tea
, steadily i €ss ¢ ;
the comfortable index cffthe toctiélllyglrl;(;geifSEd to 192 in ?glgéf’gel a%r,;
ea under 162 after having risen to a peak O?ped area exclusive of th
decre:as.%lng from year to year untill it was 1 13 . 129 by 1892-93, went oe
Jess 1t just keFt pace with the rate of populati in 1900-01. Thus, more 01;
the'om%ac':t 0 tlfle black 'fever epidemic that Zn gTD_wth. It was of course
pation. Prices 0 foodgran?g e Hsing, and mxplams much of the stag-
Nowgongt ;NGI‘B 1rlepon‘.ed in the bad season Ofaﬁggstarvation death from
that. yeatrhr bops- ad to be called out there to su ° On. 16 October of
against the Danias who had cornered the grain ppress a riotous outburst
fufﬂ;ef W(ersellled by the Great Earth Quack oril‘]zll;ket'é Conditions were
i;ag;riaaigt Barilt?:lf a(zi‘;zirn?;?;{ hundreds of acrogsgz)fthfi;falllsed many
‘ 10n 1 lar
vable gmtd f;Otrthr‘eaSe the foodgrgiztzr?dt ?:;rl?nsf.er Wastelandls)si:liltlif_:
enuc: ’Lll"hi bri?itszzl;g?as?nt were not availa;](;t{[?)nfﬁlfl ??ditional rev-
. acing problem of | : il their plan.
1e discove : of labour i T
tst::l:tled by the rga:f EZiI;lagé in Assam 1826, its Illiﬁlag\fajlizvatlon' a0
Lakhimpur. The initial atte mpany (EIC) in 1835 in th b first
vated at Jaypur he distri mpt was a failure, it was su e district of
there. The Succ:assﬁl le Iqu:t of Sibsagar and a garden ccesfully culti-
¢ of the region andu tivation brightened the futu was established
- alist ) tf_le East India Company i ‘re economic pros-
S\aplifill(s)\iorg Evat{?' cultivation. By 1859 there ilnwted the European
ﬁifti,'en in Srliisaga?rlt;/s;e o dividuals or private ﬁnii:.(izly,sl gardens in
Nowgaon.” The sit’uatioi}llrcl) Darrang and the remainéernirlané akhimpur,
report of their success and t;:v ever changed drastically afte mep and
Tea was considered to be © hands,ome profits they werer lt)le offisial
minds and normally 1 money spinner and a madnes able to earn.
y level headed financiers and Spf:c:ulsatS elzid Gk
Ors began to
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ea lal’ldS.g In the last dec rtiq&‘"
o expansion and produCtior?de of)
ant Was 24,1000 acres which 'Ofteatl
11-12 it was 35.4000 acres an(; : rea\;l
- expansion of tea cultivatig In .
rt span of time and H:lo

serambl€ widely for t€a 3
s cons1d®
e

19 century there Wa
1881 total acreag_e unde 9
to 33.8000 acres 11 ; o
21 reached 42,0163 acres e
i a

creased considerd i Covered L of e and
uil-ement of tea industry ar :

€ cap;

t areas 0
The most jmportnd pour o work in tl
ur
Jabour. In Assam shortag® ofila>0 e gardeng y
W N

al problem.

lg
thusz.‘
St of )

bl within
4

esty of truth to say that the

he tea gardens at all. After initig] }‘l'\s an,

ts, mostly of the kacharis tribe, so esitat-%
ught em lo,

ther Assamese ryots were alsg
re time” in th 0 inqy,_
€ nea]_‘by te uced 3

attempts Were made to intrody a gar det
i resorting to riot the attempiefc in:
ailq "

()ni:i

perenni
ouldbed trav

|
\

ut on the
3. the planters had to de
: pend
Solely

labours and since then the local peopl

e source of labour for the industry till 1% € Tempy;

ance, a total of 2873 59 ang ¢
s acres l,lnder tea i nd g

2 in 1gg,"

carried on by a labour force
of 1821 of whigy, 12,,
1

local Assamese
partically the sol
theresfter. For inst
Kamrup district Was

were local men. "
The local Jabours had a considerable bargaining
Powep

monthly wage rate verying between Rs. 2.50 to 3.50 b > th
1848 the labour of the Assam Comparny struck woék clore 1857 i
realising from the Superintendent three months arre - Succegq, ].'
as well as in securing an assurance that no such defaarls of thei Wy "
repeated in future. Again during the revolt of 1857 ul;[ o paymemg{”:
under the.: leadership of Madhuram koch to fratemi’ \ 5y Suckfy l
Fuﬂhc.?r, in 1859,.the Companys kachari labours wezﬁtwnh the rebgld
Elailzldgg a wage increase. But the strike was suppress gn 4 strikg S
il n being convinced that it could no longer depengo “l’lth a styg 3
: nlocal [ap,,
;
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ho were constantly agitati
::ansport of native libzz)%ﬁzflgg’:he company succeded i
ng reCruits and registering i ct” passed in 1863 obj‘ In getting “the
¢ chapter of in hum & In migrants. This rna;rk lously for licenc-
dentured lab Ojn.recrultment and ruthle SS the beginning of a
women and children Werer&;rll?izzged from different ;gggrzi‘ﬁiodn on mil-
- , , even kid india. “M
onders were h . na : en
f:jli Jiberty of lawutlzjt?if;i_own like run-awayIzlljale\ci:mlg1 traded like cattle
The government é;tlup?n them fortune ofsf’['heThe planters alsc;
abour mostly from the fan‘?la attempted to eHCOur:me-leSt l‘(inds.
different provinces of B A affected and pove =5 _1mm1gration
qccordingly several tl titish Indid during the per'ty striken areas of

cssim tesgard 10!ljsands of famine Strikenr iod from 1873-80)

rde Wil 3
marked an amount onfs;/ Sg he Nothbrook adminiiffp.le immigrated
into Burma and Assam. But thousand for enCOUragiatlo-n (1872-76)

] . as ‘the plante ng lmmigrat'

i : IS 10n
add1t1ona'l labours at that time the schime t of Assam dod not wa
that province was abandoned." 0 encourage immigrati a
However, the om 1on to
anicularly the Brahmapif[):atam of labour to the tea gard
y under government 4o V?HCYS became merged : ens of Assam
it T,he Assamese middlelnitlatlve, or otherwise, of t}\IN uh th_e immigra-

. fact that la dC ass advocated immigrati e_CUItlvators into
nd available for cultivation W(;n into province in
nt in

trag _
Jjons of in

of |
the

And
into the

view of t
ision to i i
comparision t© its available manpower at that time. C
. Captain butle
1, the

collector ar N.OWgaOH, while stating that i
settelement which retarded the increase of la zit was not the Ryotar
of pf:)pulatlo{l advocated that ‘our extensive nd revenue but the pauci b
cultivate d with a seanty population decreasedw ba stes or jungle cannot l;z
are not 1‘nductr10us or enterprising and will not Z elp.ldemics_ The people
;SIES::? ;Liﬁtlg(;;gzilrtﬁwn V_Vaﬂts.” And thereforeliltlln‘;ate IXOYG land than
, there 18 no pros ess Assam i
prought fully under‘cul-tivation ?or c};:t;:lroizsh ,? pe of the provinceS }()::ilgé
Jand revenue by bringing the land under culct)iszg:)z 16 TT ECHD
with the help of

1 e
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nsing, Dacca and Rangpur crossed the borders and settled down

wh h e op 'ty Vome - :
I’strongly d?précatfl t i‘:ngrli}ntlng of “}Qﬁ .n)g?e Goalpara district as cultivators after the expiry of their terms of
of 1ab ince- This mdll’?i: r)c;er PUes thyy he Lontract. And therefore, the government policy for settlement of land
f the s across the ?} : . | i the jmmigrants and more particularly with ex-tea garden labour
don i t0 ¢ Governor- € etl:aA: Northeas,[f ot with great success as it becomes evident from official statistics.
ins ' and the Director of Assam Con, to, ?he following table shows the extent of land settled with, or held from
Gion ent and expanswnlro.ads and ¢, Da,1 ernment by the ex-tea garden labourers in the Brahmaputra valley
T d the d¢ cive to 1arge Scale Immigy,,; My, g0V during 1891-95.
rongly V0% e th condu £ the labour and ordi lop,; ! gistrict
S'cation soasto ™™ poth in terms © Hary Cult}m‘ (in acres)
e aputra valley S 'y CopDivision | 189192 | 19293 1893-94 1894-95
Br cherised immigration ¢i¢ not taje 5| 63.10 92.56 116.69 92.93
howeve! “." 111874, excep wa velley. At the g Nof abol: angaldo 200.35 185.45 154.29 434.18
he intervening? the Bralfm‘ii‘;am 1874, some me;irée 0 Vih- Tompur | 528233 | 1043200 | 1009000 | 10,027.00
. ,
mt(;ﬂ'ill;z te ge viceroy © :;?;(‘1 the appeal of Anan daramerg ()ft: Nowgaon 2095.00 2,359.00 2,242.00 2,801.00
I/;Igsamese middle CIa:iSa rfpt ake effective measure for the impohelfia Golaghat 2,907.00 3,145.00 3,163.85 3,298.47
phukan in their mfil;:an North Bihar into the province of ASSatnr;?,nW Torhat 3,175.00 3,571.57 3,787.38 4014.04
u '
of people clopmen. -+ officials and ‘ W givsagar NA 5,461.15 5,133.33 5,819.50
ventual deve that the British © a sectiop - | 929.00 | 1,196.00 1,304.00 18
° Thus 1t follows f the opinion that land rev 0 th N.Lakhimpt > ,847.00
ose middle €1ass wen(ej of hout proper inducement b ®hue inu11 oragarh_| 479500 | 5:262.00 6,984.00 8,828.00
Assam pe enlarged Wit ) €ing g;
rovince could ngg D nd scttle down in hte province. As o . Vey [ qol  [27:245.79 | 3170473 | 32,975.54 | 37,163.42
the outsiders to 100 did not 12 behind in their policy and ean devoerq Source : Lad Revenue administrative Report of the Assam velley dis-
c i i ars.
fact, goven-lmigraﬁon into the province. . Uy trict for the l‘CSl?eCtlve ye o of 1878, th
encourage 1m s best g0V mment effort no large.... immig eatig Accoeding to an estimate of 187s, the total area taken up for tea
But desp! es the bengal border before the end of the 19ﬁ? Wy ltivation was 5,87,409 acres of which only 1,47,840 acres were actu-
noticed from acros Report of 18 91, EA Gait writes that It migh Cey, ally under tea in the whole Assam. -

" In the cense® "EF ount of available land, the fertility of tht bay, However the gradual expansion of the area hold by the ex-tea
peen thought that the ir;iling would have induced some por; € 5o garden Jabourer as shown in the table above, is sufficient to prove that
and the low 1<% pfie d culti\,/ators of Bengal to find their wa tOn Ofy by hte last quarter of the 19th century at least, a seizable section of the
Jeast of the overcrowde ‘b dos not apear to be the ca y”? 8Ass " tea garden labour population formed a mayor Segment of the ordinary
and take up land here. But e Ho peasents cultivators in the Brahmaputra valley district.

ever, only a small number of person from the Bengal diStrict‘:;

Wwith the turn of the centtﬁn‘vy,wthe immigration into Assam from
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ritish I;]t(]i]l:t 316 fime had approached foic;:hlhcreazl“!
official @ well as the wishes ang © Teqy; ¢
e middle class for the effect a pirasglq:
ough immig'ration of pepolllali Qt‘t),
{stricts. Simultneously € frg o
rst while districts of \glth thzl t
ast 1

om the €
eople from Nepal to Ag
Sa

t Assam became tt
ation Nepali sett] 1€ meetjp,, 0]
Crs fron gI‘ \
1 Nep, W

Indi
h India and the peasent Cultpal

e 1
: Jatter of fac
© streames £ immigr
s of britis
mostly enga East pengal from Bengals.
[n this Wa the settlement of lands to the outsiders ;
reduction of lands for future expansio $1n thy S
us Assamese gociety including tho Nang did e,
generated social tensions in a mu“i'dimens.e of the '&elgI
| polarization of social forces, and thSlonal Pl thy,
in the velley. This becomes € latte, Ny
ment 1979,85 and in the ye Very cop ro‘\,‘e
e expansion of tea cultivation and the Bé{r _that fOSchh
1 and rights seriously affcted thrltlshe row'
people. They therefore react cfl: €Cong Oy
blind fury, and raided the plan:at-to the Biian
10ns ang HS‘

thing but
; ) several occasions. Such behavour

tribes invited British relations and the latter threater cllon the pay Oth,

ing villages. killing people and arranging blockade 1ded them 1, Ofy,
The large scale immigration of people fro > Y buy

the tea labourous Nepalis, and the East Bengal em uotside the

prot‘fesionals and Marwari traders and buls:’inezsasentlwy beside: ;)

formed 1ts demographic landscape as well as tllhen radically Ol

cultureal million. The peasent Society in the vel 1€ prevailin g

versified in so far as t velley became g Sog

he ethnic or raci
: acial and religi m
traits and characters of the imm religious and | o8ty
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grants as well as the indigenomgulsih
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conc
11 ; omaj‘l rule lost its earilj ¢ Assames
osed to uotside elements and inlgr social h
uences.

[+
¢ eXp e PEasERLBoCicys
gemony and be-

c
[t may be observ
ed here that the immigrant
peasant fro
m East

R Ben .
D cultureal practices, methods and aims int
3;11:; ):9 o ¢ Brahmaputra Velley.
tices and
the in
I'iCB CUltl

bac
the overd

peing bY
tn i
The MOS noteworhty increases are of the are
as under Jut
e and To-

ado ted ‘better farmi )
fe naturally inr?légigracnces 'and methods and
methods were remun eco.nornlc conditions. Th a3 cultivators
deginous peasent of the vzrlﬁl“ilzfﬂe and they Ihad;g Soelr farm prac-
-vation increased greatl y.*Y Under their initiat‘me mmpact on
<o etc came to be extensi ¥, and jute rape and 1ve the area of
I change in the pat]tZ:Iy cultivated as co ml:;:ls_tered and to-
the immigrant peasa n of agricultural practic cial crops. On
nts in the velley, Dr Gs:“}?rol{ght into

) ami writes,

o. The Jargescale cultivati
: tion of J
the inflow of Ea ute as a commerci
o was grown only fztr?lengal cultivators to theerilal. crop began
spread after the settl ome consumption. The % %Vlnce' Before
Benagl...With the increa ement of immigrants gbgece cultiva-
der these tWoO € > ?f the number of i » GOMINg from East
iy f Jute and ;OI;S also increased rapidly” nl;‘dmlgrants the acreage
ence 0 and Tobacco as commerci . Moreover. «
i erc ’ The
ahle de\Irelopmg - Ln the agricultureal li?slt(c:)i;p SfShOW the most rezlr:;z—
t may be 0 srved here th of Assam.?! =
: at at all the immi ;
b € 1m A
:EZyB\?\/I;%zli’nv:ﬂtl—grLduShand Muslims, were tr}Ill;grantS into the velley,
ed by the Assmes ’ most num :
" e on two ¢ : erous, and
dvaI;%il;SH;gg ‘\;Segerz}] nostly educated and Jloboél ts. The immigrants
and proi;fesions na?ur;rl‘iqéhreat t.o the prevailent Zfrll(elrs and the urban
had been the langua fy elonging to the Assam ployment evenues
273, Thus theyghaﬁe of the courts and Schools in ;\:se minds. Bengali
X some hisorical Justi ssam during 1
coples were not . ustificatio g 1836-
toryI.J e coly thzt fall respponsible for that inglggithou.gh .the Bengali
ear of Assamese Hindus beinous incident of his-
g turned out i
nto a
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Trends in Victorian Novel

Nirmali Mahanta Choudhury
Asstt. Professor & HOD English

Al
: 2 There is no doubt that the Victorian period (1830-1890) is one
oA TS il & 519 el S 4 R oy %2 of the most fertile periods for the growth and development of English
< 4l offafz® 2 ot ] novel. The Victorin novel certainly constitutes golden phase in the his-
(ZHr® s e 9{31‘1 GB!I i A @GR tory of English literature. The English novel has made an outstanding
GWW

o AR FoTorRs % rogress in the hands of some eminent novelists such as Charles Dickens,
go120R | ¥ W%%k I\jN ?\fl Thackeray, Disraeli, Kingslaka, Mrs Gaskel, Brontes, George

A '

WW@% s IR/ 7 AT T PR Sieq Wg 3, Eliot, Hardy and many others.
539 (IO wigod (2l FACEI XH L 7 Wm@% i The literature of ‘the Victorian period pre.sented the natuf‘al char-
R ial el e | SR RS B RISy % acteristics of the era Whlh(Jh was marked for soc1a.1 change and intellec-
i 2 mmﬁ tual advancement. In this era, there was a growing tendency to make
. . specilally the novel, a hand maiden of social reform and an
affafB e ¥ i;]t:trﬁ:;;t I;or progagation of moral and social ideas. The novels be-
came the vehicles of social, political and moral problems faced by the

O A ¢ people of Victorian age. In the novels of Charles Dickens Thackeray
s | AR Rl FRATE and George Eliot, reali'sm is the'ke.ynote, because they were mostly
3 | WgaeTl- SRS Al dependent on the materials of their lives.

ik sl Dicken's approach seems to be more original than most of the
¥ . G ST AT =I5 Enelish novelists. Educated in the heartless school of life. Dickens learn
A Wﬁ FifEm= SifeeEs *FTeT ngli

much from contemporary society. He knew the people who despite their
poverty had noble heart and the Aristocrat who had million of pounds
but no heart at all. He was familiar with the wailing of the poor chil-
dren, and the complaints of the victims of the society, corruption that
ted the society. Again Dickens himself was brought up in slums,

tain
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